
Native Giant:
In conclusion I’d like to go so far as to say that the hawthorn is 
indeed one of  our native giants. If  you’re looking for a tree and 
had forgotten just how beautiful the ancient hawthorn is, then 
take a trip to the countryside in May to see the mass of  blossom 
that says “hello spring”. Alternatively, remember it by its other 
popular names…quickthorn, May blossom, May flower or maybe 
just by the only native tree species that has a month named after 
it…may tree!

Although the bare-root season might be over for this year many 
of  the hawthorns are available in varying pots sizes and growth 
heights from Nicholsons Nurseries.
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For Beautifully Designed Gardens Tailored 
To Your Specific Requirements

• Full Design Service

Jane Hamel Garden Design

• Project Monitoring Service
• Qualified Designer

• Nine Years Professional 
Gardening Experience

• Pre-registered Member 
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Designers
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW

We can’t forget about our poor 
feathered friends in October - 
while we’re waiting for the 
first frost, they’re busy trying 
to ensure survival for one of 
the toughest times of the year.  
Make their lives a little easier 
by making sure you have a 
birdfeeder in the garden.  Not 
only will this lend a helping 
hand for all birds big 
and small, but it will 
bring a little more life 
into your garden and 
draw the eye outside 
(as tempting as it may 
be to hover over a hot 

chocolate). Bird boxes are also 
a good idea – while they won’t 
be used for nesting of little 
ones until springtime, they 
offer shelter and will help 
encourage flying friends to 
stick around. For true bird 
fans, you may even want to 
invest in a bird box camera to 
find out exactly who’s making 
use of your generous 
hospitality.

it’s warm
outside

blend in with the surroundings with this tree 
face bird feeder, £14.95 from House of Bath

only the best for your winter garden with a 
fork and trowel from Highgrove, £44.95 

www.highgroveshop.com

WINTER PLANTING

Just because the leaves have 
fallen off the trees, it doesn’t 
mean that the garden need 
become a colourless, bleak 
affair. Now is the time for 
pansies and cyclamens, or any 
other beautiful blooms that 
are hardy enough to withstand 
the cold and wet, and flower 
in those short winter days.  
Large and sturdy plants such 
as fir trees are good for giving 
structure to a garden and have 
the added benefit of looking 
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beautiful when touched with 
frost. Grasses and twiggy 
shrubs can also be utilised. 
Dogwood turns a spectacular 
red in winter for that much-
needed injection of colour.  
Make sure you move your 
plant pots closer to the 
windows so you can really 
benefit from your efforts (and 
don’t forget to plan ahead by 
planting your spring bulbs 
underneath your winter 
bedding!) 
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